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Greetings from Overseas Victorian Scholars

Meg Tasker, University of Ballarat
President, Australasian Victorian Studies Association

I am delighted to have been invited by the Victorian
Studies Society of Japan to contribute to your newsletter,
and in turn to welcome you to attend AVSA conferences or
submit work to our journal, the Augtralasan Journal of
Mctorian Sudies Since its first conference in 1973, AVSA
has provided a forum for scholars in nineteenth century
studies in the southern hemisphere, with many welcome
and distinguished guests from overseas. In an ironic inver-
sion of the usual Imperial model, AVSA might be said to
have ‘mothered’ the British Association, BAVS, founded in
2000, with its founders having enjoyed AVSA conferences
and close collegial links with AVSA members over the
years. We also have strong and productive links with North
American bodies. The Dickens Project held a joint
conference with AVSA in Sydney in 2004. Our website is
<http://www.english.unimelb.edu.au/avsa/>.

While we enjoy cordial relationships with British,
European and North American scholars, the greater num-
ber of our members are based in the region: Australia, New
Zealand, Hong Kong, Singapore, and Japan. Research
interests are interdisciplinary: literature, print culture, histo-
1y, art, architecture, fashion and popular culture of the
nineteenth century, history of many kinds (economic,
science, political, social, literary).

The core of AVSA’s life is its conference (usually
held annually), and its publication of AVSJ, which, since
1995, has made the transition from ‘proceedings’ to inter-
national refereed journal. From 2007, it will be published
electronically, under the new title of Augralasan Journal
of Mctorian Sudies (AJVS). Chief Editor Dr Jock Macleod
(Griffith University) will work with an editorial board of
internationally recognized Victorian Scholars. The journal
is fully refereed and reviews current work in Victorian
Studies. The journal will be published free of charge,
through an Internet-based publishing system hosted by the
National Library of Australia. This makes contributors’
work freely available to an international readership.

Finally, Victorianists in Japan might be particularly
interested in the conference we have planned for 2009, in
Singapore. Hosted by Dr Tamara Wagner at Nanyang,
Singapore, the theme will invite delegates to ‘re-orient’
Victorian studies. We hope to see some of you there!

Simon Dentith, University of Gloucestershire
President, British Association for Victorian Studies

It is a real pleasure to invite colleagues from the
Victorian Studies Society of Japan to this year’s conference
of the British Association for Victorian Studies. The
conference theme is ‘Victorian Cultural Industries and
Elites,” and the event will be held at the University of
Salford from 30 August to 1 September 2007. The confer-
ence follows on from last year’s very successful one in
Liverpool; like Liverpool, the City of Salford (adjacent, as
many colleagues will know, to Manchester) is rich in
Victorian history and associations. The interdisciplinary
topic of the Salford conference will appeal, it is hoped, to
social and cultural historians, literary scholars, and
historians of Victorian theatre, art and music. Further
information can be found at the conference website,
<http://www.geocities.com/bavs2007conference/>, and at
the BAVS website, <http://www.bavsuk.org/>.

I am very honoured to be President of BAVS in
succession to two outstanding scholars of the Victorian
period, Professor Joanne Shattock and Professor Isobel
Armstrong. My own work is explicitly interdisciplinary,
especially a volume I published in 1998 called Society and
Cultural Formsin Nineteenth-Century England (Palgrave
Macmillan). My most recent publication, Epic and Enmpire
in Ningteenth-Century Britain (Cambridge UP, 2006),
takes as its theme the fate of epic poetry in the nineteenth
century—both actual epic poems, and also nineteenth-
century accounts of epic as a genre. From this undoubtedly
literary starting-point, I go on to explore the role of epic in
theories of modernity, and hence in the understanding of
supposedly ‘pre-modern’ peoples in the globalising Victo-
rian world. In this last respect the book follows one of the
main transforming currents of both historical and literary
scholarship of the last thirty years, namely the interest in
the effects of Empire on the Victorian world.

This will undoubtedly continue to be one of the
main currents in the work presented at BAVS conferences.
But the interdisciplinary nature of the Association is most
apparent in the detailed work of the many scholars,
especially younger ones, who locate their scholarship in
the specificities and particularities of Victorian society and
culture. In this respect, the influence of the new historicism,
by which historians understand the textuality of their
materials, and cultural scholars understand the historicity
of theirs, is still working itself out.



Patrick Leary, Northwestern University
Manager, VICTORIA and Victorian Research Web

I'am most grateful to the Victorian Studies Society of
Japan for affording me this opportunity to welcome its
members to VICTORIA and to Victoria Research Web.
Since 1993, VICTORIA has freely provided the only inter-
national and interdisciplinary online forum for discussion
of any and all aspects of 19th-century Britain. VICTORIA
members share a vast variety of ideas and information, and
make up a crucial support network for Victorianists around
the world. VRW is a growing compendium of resources
for students, teachers, and researchers. Increasingly, it has
also become a modest publishing medium for reference
works created by some of the finest scholars in the field,
including the popular Curran Index.

My own research focuses on authorship and
publishing in mid-Victorian London. Communities of
literary production that were centered on periodicals have
been a special interest, as has been the interconnection
between oral and print culture. I am currently completing a
book on the Punch magazine circle that explores the
internal working of the magazine as revealed in the
interactions between proprietors, writers, and artists. [ am
also at work on an annotated edition of a diary kept by an
obscure journalist who worked for Punch in the 1860s, a
diary that records the talk of many of his colleagues.
Andrew Nash and I are preparing a chapter on Victorian
authorship for the volume of the Cambridge History of the
Book in Britain that is devoted to the nineteenth century.
My next book project, for which I’ve been gathering
materials for some time, is a kind of overview of the
literary world of Victorian London, with a special empha-
sis on the magazine and newspaper press.

These interests are reflected in my connection over
the past 15 years with the growth of the “history of the
book” as a sub-discipline, for the support of which I helped
to found the Society for the History of Authorship,
Reading and Publishing (SHARP) in 1991. I continue to
work closely with SHARP, and am very glad to extend an
invitation to members of the VSSJ whose interests include
authorship, reading, and publishing to visit the website at
SHARPweb.org and consider joining this very active and
supportive group.

Tamara S. Wagner, Assistant Professor
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

I am very honoured and happy to have been invited
to contribute to the newsletter of the Victorian Studies
Society of Japan. The Division of English at NTU held its
first international conference on “Irresponsibility” on 28-
30 September 2006. We were proud to host J. Hillis Miller,
Eugene O’Brien, and our Visiting Professor Shirley Chew
as plenary speakers. While it was a theme-based confer-
ence that drew scholars from various disciplines as well as
from all continents to Singapore, panels on nineteenth-
century literature and culture included “Authenticity and
Inauthenticity in Nineteenth-Century Irish Literature,”
“Making ‘the Other’ Responsible: Fictions of Victorian
Responsibility,” “Narrating Speculation and Fiscal Re-
sponsibility in Victorian Literature & Culture,” and
“Plotting Irresponsibility, or Irresponsibly, in Victorian
Narrative.” We hope to be able to build on what was a
truly inspiring experience when we host the meeting of the
Australasian Victorian Studies Association in 2009. I am
confident that a conference on the Victorians held in
Singapore, a meeting-point of “East” and “West” ever
since it was established as a British colony in 1819 and
developed throughout the Victorian age itself, will in
crucial ways help to redirect and “re-orient” Victorian
Studies.

My own research has certainly been shaped by my
work here. I came to Singapore after finishing my PhD at
the University of Cambridge in 2002. My dissertation on
the aesthetics of nostalgia formed the basis of my first
monograph, Longing: Narratives of Nodalgia in the
British Novel, 1740-1890 (Bucknell UP, 2004). In Singa-
pore, I also started research on the changing fictionalisa-
tions of Britain’s former colonies in the region from the
early nineteenth century onwards, which would eventually
become Occidentaliam in Novels of Malaysa and Snga-
pore, 1819-2004 (Edwin Mellen, 2005). While working on
representations of commerce in colonial fiction, moreover,
I was so struck by the prevalence of speculators as literary
types that I decided to write my next book on financial
speculation as a theme and plot-structure in Victorian
literature. 1 have just recently finished my forthcoming
book on Mctorian Fiction: Plotting Money and the Novel
Genre, 1815-1901 (Ohio State UP). My current projects
include a study of Victorian cultural fictions of the
“shabby-genteel” and representations of the Regency
period. I am also editing a collection of essays on
nineteenth-century consumer culture as well as a special
issue on “silver-fork fiction” for the journal Women's
Writing.
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