TP
:__t})(l)"

IR,

The Victorian Studies Society
of Japan

V8SI Newsletter No. 16

..-"‘19'
A=

1 May 2011

Pl

L

\-..*D

4 IR T EIEE TN HRED

IR S =l
AR 47N 7 WSS 2 e PR 0

RIS EOMF BZ RN DR REE 5 1 Z RN ThD T
TIZ 3 DD, THGER\ NI N2 XTI, 1FADD
72EDOLYTWeDT, SLTEE LTI 15T
LCLES7d, mfEL CIICBnabanzo sid, 2o
T B EN L7 N O THERLLOT
IFRNEVHZ L FEREEEZES. fERESRE A
FESLONEINEREA LOFEO DD | FRITEERE RiEx
TIATSNRT TSI TH DL DT ETH T,
FDZEIEZIDIF, WEEHIEEITRLIZN, 586
RATHIAEDR, EZFETRONDMNITHONLIRN, 05
MHITIE, ISR, 350 TWEEEZHFT5
FRETEE T HT-0OITIE, VR BRI T AR IS
TUVRTUFARS7e0,

Z O ASLD BT BT20IE, B s T o7 LT
DWSITAEENR VI 5T, FLUTHENVRZEIZ, JRAEH
ARREGZOWEODNT T, ZOIEFEFLD T4 9L
DRADREODNT EAH TITREERL TSIz DIESENRZ &7
T, BTN L CEEZESDENVEFHTZIIL CGrbd
B, FEOEEIZ S T2> TN, FThEvbiFEiEns
BTV, FBIREET &S T TR T A A RHE
B CTHD, WL ETHEEREL QU V) o T-HHR)
DORFRIZT 2 ANE LTI T, IEEIZD) D FEBEDIZE
AETRTUTOT- > T FE N T EZ PTREICL TS
iz, REHE BB RUITRFBREOERZEIOFER, E
EERERIID THNERET 2010720, TN RES
BSOMREO M 2 [ZETREE KIZL ., [V N7 i3t
oe] R [=a—RALZ—) REPHEBREDAIZSIDbL
W BF R85 o7,

U U OB I EIUCR £ DO TlId Tz, 5
DERDTREL, FRORAPTER ChHDILT DI HS
DZFUTSSHOULL MEREZ O DNIRIFE T HNTH 2T
7o EHE- T, INETHFROMEIFIEAENEED—

fFACERLN TN T, BIEFRIRZEAL /I VRIFETL
WgInoTz, ZO NFEEEDT T3, KiFs N Rih
1TV, RO SHEL L COFERE T 5I01C
IR EHEZ DVEINDHD, DT DIFNISE " MBIZA-
ToRE, RALE A I B RS NFDOKIFR AR S
TUNT2 W,

R ZDIIRANEIC I hotnk E98, ZDFE
DR ORI EARZ T S B B T2 55T ek
DEHTLEERD T RDOH LTSI IHZRFRITITY >
TRVINETED, BRI % 1270 VDFERID N2 )
MASh, SESF 27— VRO TL T T b2
ENRDEND, BADES-0RRIGICES T, H, B0
URYR O VL oM Qe e D s s il AVAD QU RS AU B CANSYAN
W, SESFEERAD M EIRIASHEL T, 24725
BEEHT 5720121, ZAUTRIGL 72 NSRS i
B0 D, FOTDITITEILTHREOMEE D B0 L
SEEFVCUVRIT UL D720, FIUTITEBFEOFEFE) VR
IZIZHEL TROBID, HHWHFEEIC B2 L, kD
Pt T 22 L7 | FTLW ABT O RIRO T80 | iR
FINTTRBIL TNADZEDBUEETH D, FI-HABRIZIE, D
F7005 ETRIEE DR AR o 7o NI, 2
NLOBEI T ETETROONDZEIT/2D,

SULDTEFEINTD T O THY | B ADFGEELZED
FTARCEEAETL2EE, ZHBBIEMICE > T, b TH
R Z L Th A, L A DHRERSDZ L THh>Th,
FIWEIRLJH LT BB T T HZEIE, 72U TH TR
RZETHY, Tt DI F SR R b id
JOR IR BN 72 2 I E RO BNDH D THD, 7o
IR THISUEIIRIFE D ISR BERD  ZHLTRAD
== RIERHRETH->TUEL, ZDT20DITITEIL
THESIRDEREDLDDHIERIN VT2 DT D,



Greetings from an Overseas Scholar

Malcolm Andrews
Emeritus Professor,

University of Kent
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J ‘ It is an honour to be invited

” as a guest into your columns,
especially since | have enjoyed your hospitality in so many
other ways during visits to Japan. It is my good fortune to
have a number of friends among Japanese Victorianists,
particularly Dickensians, and | am well aware of shared
enthusiasms and sometimes daunted by the eagle eye for
detail in their scholarship. Detail in fiction can too easily be
overlooked, especially in the rush to follow a compelling
narrative. No age massed its details as densely as the
Victorian age did. They over-furnished their rooms (could
there be any greater cultural antithesis in this respect
between Japanese and Victorian English rooms!) and often
over-furnished their novels, but it becomes utterly
fascinating to roam among the clutter of the period. As a
retired person now, that is exactly the pleasure I find in re-
reading texts | taught over my career. Dickens once made
a distinction between two kinds of walking: ‘one, straight
on end to a definite goal at a round pace; one, objectless,
loitering, and purely vagabond.” If one applies that
distinction to reading habits, then the *straight on end’ kind
too often typifies the pressures in a teaching career. The
‘vagabond’ reading mode is a treat when it can be
managed: the experience of browsing in those rich
fictional worlds! The Victorians themselves browsed: they
took over a year and a half to complete their reading of a
new serialised novel by Dickens. The reader could have
two Dirthdays before finishing the story. Once
Middlemarch or Bleak House became canonised into the
calendar of university-course set books, how little
opportunity has that given young first-comers to Victorian
novels to absorb them and their worlds at that slow rate
enjoyed by the first readers? Teaching syllabuses vary, of
course. The French University system, for example, is
likely to give much more time to a single text than its
counterparts in England or the United States.

Thus within the university world as well as in the
wider world, readers come to experience Victorian
literature in vastly different ‘consumer’ contexts, and yet
that brings them closer together. And that is really the
theme of my short contribution here.

I have been interested for many years in the range
and responsiveness of different constituencies of readers of

Victorian fiction — across the world — as a consequence of
my job as Editor of The Dickensian, the journal of the
international Dickens Fellowship (founded in 1902). In
addition to publishing learned articles, The Dickensian
functions as a magazine recording the full range of current
interests in Dickens — new biographies or critical studies,
stage adaptations of the stories, Dickensian topography,
the occasional new Dickens letter, and so on —as well as a
newsletter of the activities of the Fellowship in all its
branches around the world. That Fellowship is a very
mixed community, crossing all boundaries of age, social
background and nationality. In that respect it is a kind of
mirror of the Victorian readership Dickens served so
faithfully and courted so assiduously. It still amazes me
how Dickens’s appeal continues to transcend cultural
differences — in the matter of comic effects, for instance,
where one might well have expected those differences to
be particularly marked given how very varied each
culture’s sense of humour can be. It is not just national
differences that | am thinking of: English tastes in humour
in the 21st century may be just as remote from Victorian
tastes as those of today’s Japanese readers of Dickens; and
yet his comic spell seems to hold both of us.

The analogy with Shakespeare is often made.
Shakespeare survives his compulsory participation in
school and university syllabuses, trapped as a forbidding
‘set book’ for young people, and continues to flourish in
the broader culture, just as Dickens does. How does this
come about? | can think of three possible answers. Both
writers create an extraordinary social range in their
characterisations. Both writers have a great gift of
language, sometimes to playful excess. Both writers write
for a popular culture: pantomime and farcical modes blend
or alternate with the tragic and pathetic. Where, for
example, Jane Austen and Henry James work within a
more homogenised mode, the coexistence of these very
mixed modes in Shakespeare and Dickens, and their
jubilant jostling within a single play or novel, generate so
much of their energy and engages the widest range of
responses.

The Dickens Fellowship, representing readers of all
kinds and all tastes, is constitutionally pledged to ‘knit
together in a common bond of friendship, lovers of that
great master of humour and pathos, Charles Dickens.’
Now, in furtherance of such formal and informal ‘common
bonds’, I am delighted by the opportunity to contribute to
the Newsletter: | feel | hardly have to stretch any distance
in order to be able to shake hands with my fellow
Victorianists in Japan.
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