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of Joseph Paxton, Gardener, Architect & Victorian
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28 &, ik e OB 2fT>TWw 3 0ic, N AE2E25 855
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EZALEMMNICEHBERPABICHEBZRLAATIT 2L Lo
WIREL., ZORELWLLMRT 2L ZML TV D THE, 71—
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Helens and Jocastas:
‘Angels’ in Pendennis and Henry Esmond

UNUKI Ryo

Helen Pendennis and Laura Bell in Pendennis (1848-50) and Rachel
Castlewood in Henry Esmond (1852) are not as ‘pure’ or ‘angelic’ as they seem.
For instance, Laura’s rage against Pen’s intention to marry an actress reveals her
class-consciousness and jealousy. Class-consciousness implies that ‘angels’ are
not the mere antithesis of ‘snobs’. The trait of jealousy reveals that ‘angels’
possess ‘sexuality’.

Interestingly, the characters’ names and their related metaphors allude to
well-known sexually sinful wives/mothers, such as Helen, Jocasta and Gertrude.
Sexually repressed, they internalise society’s domestic ideology, which,
combined with intense ‘jealousy’, makes them terribly possessive of the men
they love and severely cruel to others.

These descriptions derive from Thackeray’s perceptions of the women
around him, as well as from his knowledge of early feminist writings. He
regarded a woman not as ‘an angel’ but just as ‘a woman’.

Thackeray reveals that ideological repression enslaves not only women but
men as well. To put it metaphorically, Helen Pendennis, after losing her flesh
and sexuality by her death, becomes ‘pure’ domestic ideology itself. Rachel
Castlewood, continuing to live, remains quite jealous and possessive after her
remarriage to Henry. A bare possibility for human beings to be released from
ideological ‘slavery’ is suggested by Laura: she finally recognises her own
weaknesses and becomes generous towards other people. In Henry Esmond, the
‘choice of Hercules’ between ‘angelic’ Rachel and ‘worldly’ Beatrix, who can
be considered ‘a woman’ split ideologically into an ‘angel” and a ‘whore’, never

leads Henry to a truly happy life.
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Aubrey Beardsley’s Bon-Mots Vignettes:
their significance in the development of his style

Akiko Shimoda

This paper deals with Beardsley’s vignettes for Bon-Mots (1893), the three-
volume anthology of witticisms compiled from various authors by W. Jerrold.
Between two of his masterpieces, Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur (1892-4) and
Wilde’s Salomé (1893-4), Bon-Mots has been neglected by art historians. The
over one hundred vignettes, however, had a special significance in the
development of Beardsley’s idiosyncratic style of drawing.

The publisher gave the work as a little diversion to Beardsley, who became
weary of toiling at his first major commission, the illustrations for Le Morte
d’Arthur. While he had to follow the text and imitate the style of wood-
engraving in his drawings for the Malory, he was free from these restraints with
the Bon-Mots vignettes. He could draw anything he liked, regardless of the text,
and the small scale of a vignette allowed him to explore various possibilities of
line drawing. Some novel characteristics of his lines noticeable in the
illustrations for Salomé first appeared in these light-hearted vignettes.

Beardsley mentioned his keen interest in ‘the subject of lines and line
drawing’ in a letter written in 1891. At about the same time he also expressed
his agreement with Walter Crane’s view of line drawing published in the
Magazine of Art. It is true that Beardsley’s interest in line as the essential
element in artistic creation was shared by Crane and many other contemporary
illustrators. But while Crane emphasized the importance of using different lines
in accordance with the different character of each object, Beardsley as the
illustrator of Bon-Mots pursued abstract beauty and effects of lines themselves,
often ignoring the logic of representation. Though he could draw in the
traditional style if he intended to, Beardsley selected and further refined this
simplified-line style in his later works, in part strategically, to shock and

impress the public with its utter newness.
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