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"The last wolf" in Victorian Britain

Masaki SHIMURA

A. C. Doyle, in “ The King of the Foxes,” wrote a story in which a wolf flees
from a zoo. The wolf is one imported from Siberia. Victorian British feared that
beasts might invade from abroad. Wolves had disappeared in the 15th century in
England, and in the middle of the 18th century in Scotland and Ireland.

In the same period, instead, appeared many stories about "the last wolf" in which
how the last wolf disappeared was depicted. British people's interest in wolves
focused on the fact of their extinction because Britain had been a country where
there was no wolves, that is, vermin. Wolves were got rid of by hunters because
they attacked human beings, preyed on livestock and did damage to games in the
Forest. Hunters should defend their country against such beasts.

Harting, in one of his works, British animals (1880), traces the process of the
extinction. Through analysing the work | proved that wolves were disposed of as a
kind of vermin, and that hunting wolves was one of the finest sports.

Colonel Thornton planned to enjoy wolf hunting and import wolves from France
to leave them at large in England. Although this plan provoked a backlash in the
community, he tried to bring the dangerous beasts in. Hunters abandoned their
responsibility for the country.

Romance of a Victorian Gentleman and a Maid-of-all-work
—Fetishism of Hands and Boots—

Miho Nishimura

In this article, the relationship between Arthur Munby and Hannah Cullwick will



