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Randolph Churchill’s Last Days and Beyond

Takashi KOSEKI

Having curtailed his journey round the world, Lord Randolph Churchill came
back to England in a semi-comatose state on 24 December 1894. His health, which
had been seriously undermined by syphilis since the early 1880s, finally collapsed
in Madras, India. After spending his last month in London, he died on 24 January
1895.

Less than ten years before, Churchill’s political fortune was at its peak. When the
second Salisbury government was formed after the 1886 General Election, he
became Chancellor of the Exchequer and Leader of the House of Commons at the
age of only 37. Nobody but Salisbury was more powerful than him in the
Conservative Party. However, his career was practically shattered by his sudden
resignation in December 1886, which, to his dismay, Salisbury willingly accepted.
During the rest of his life he was only to wander in the political wilderness without
justifying the hopes he had inspired.

After his death the political career of Churchill was portrayed chiefly as a
brilliant failure. With all his assets such as oratorical ability and untiring energy, it
was argued, Churchill, essentially opportunistic and capricious, was not trusted by
many and did not achieve much. Unlike Disraeli, whose unwaning popularity was
clearly shown by annual commemorative events on 19 April, Primrose Day, held
for more than a century, Churchill was never widely commemorated. After all, he
was not regarded as a great statesman.

In 1906 the full-scale biography of Churchill, written by his son, Winston, was
published. This highly acclaimed book certainly did much to destroy the dominant,
largely negative, opinions on his father. However, it would be too much to say that
Churchill was successfully restored to the position of a leading statesman. Today he
is generally remembered, first of all, as the father of a famous statesman.



