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The Victorian Age and the Islamic World in the Nile Valley

Kazuo OHTSUKA

As a social anthropologist whose main field of research has been among
Arabic-speaking Muslim peoples, | remember two “Edwards’ when | heard
aword, the Victorian Age. The first is Edward W. Lane, who published his
detailed “ethnography” of the Egyptians, The Account of the Manners and
Customs of the Modern Egyptians, in 1836, one year before the Queen’s
enthronement. The second is Edward W. Said, who harshly reproached
Lane in his polemical work, Orientalism. Said is not a contemporary with
Lane and other Victorians but registered, if in short term, at the Victorian
College in Egypt, which established in 1902, one year after the Queen’s
death, and named after her.

In this paper, | point out Said’s criticisms against Lane and their
connections with an issue of writing an ethnography or culture in the
anthropological circle today. Though | accept seriously some of Said's
severe comments on anthropological activities and works, | finaly defend a
fieldwork method to study “positively” culture and people of a society, as
Laneingeniously did.

The second part of the paper deals with two “revolutions’ which started in
the same year, 1881, in Egypt and the Sudan. The Urabi revolution in Egypt
was a first secular “nationalist” attempt to resist foreign rule over the
country, though it lasted only less than two years. On the other hand, the
movement led by the Sudanese Mahdi (the Islamic Messiah) successfully
defeated the British colonial power and governed most parts of the Sudan
for more than ten years. It is said that the Mahdi movement is the first
nationalistic activity in the Sudan. Based on an analysis of Mahdists
ideology, | argue that the movement is, mainly not exclusively, a religious
one derived from the traditional or classic ideas of Islam. It has more
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resemblance, then, to the pre-modern Islamic reformist activity like the
Wahhabism than the nationalist movement like the Urabi revolution. These
two movements, taken place in the Nile Valley in the heyday of the
Victorian Age, have relevance to the nationalist and Islamist activitiesin the
modern Muslim world.

0 O Thisarticle is based on the paper | read at the Third Annual Conference
of Society for the Victorian Cultural Studies in Japan on 22 Nov. 2003 at
Komazawa University, which | widely revised for the publication. | greatly
appreciate Professor Masaie Matsumura, its president, and other members
of the executive committee for giving me such an opportunity, and Professor
Kumie Inose(Konan University) for reading this article and giving several
comments on it before publication.

The Victorian Womanhood Reflected in Ariel Paintings

Noriko TAKAGI

The aim of this paper is to re-examine the Victorian womanhood through
Ariel paintings in the nineteenth century. Though William Shakespeare
specified that Ariel is a male character in The Tempest, many Victorian
painters portrayed feminine Ariels on canvases. We will investigate the
Victorian subconscious which the painters challenged to disclose in a
uniquely individual way.

First, the focus will be on what John Anster Fitzgerald tried to represent in
his painting, Ariel: Ariel’s image of an “angel” and the image of Victorian



