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Summary

The Irish in Nineteenth-Century London:

from Diversified and Historical Perspectives

Shunsuke Katsuta

Hundreds of thousands of Irish people emigrated to Britain in the nineteenth
century. It can be argued that they constituted the biggest wave of migration to
Britain since the Norman Conquest. The immigrant Irish were often seen in a
negative light due to the assumption by the British that all Irish were religiously
Catholic, economically poor, racially ‘Celtic’, and politically nationalistic.
While these anti-Irish attitudes have drawn the attention of some historians,
others now offer a more nuanced view and even highlight more positive aspects
of the experiences of the Irish immigrants. This paper broadly conforms to
the latter trend in historiography. After summarising important extant studies,
the paper first confirms that ‘Trish’ immigrants were in fact diverse in terms of
ethnicity and religious affiliation. Second, this paper analyses what it meant for
Catholic Irish immigrants to be Catholic by focusing on the activities of two
Catholic archbishops of Westminster in the late nineteenth century. Third and
finally, the paper revises the simplistic association of Irish immigrants with
poverty and manual labour, by investigating Irish skilled labourers and their role
in the London Dock Strike of 1889.
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