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Summary

The Scientific Network between Asian Countries and England:
MINAKATA Kumagusu and Nature

Masaki Shimura

In 1893 MINAKATA Kumagusu contributed an essay to the journal
Nature, entitled “The Constellations of the Far East”. Special attention had
been paid by Norman Lockyer (the founder of Nature) and subscribers.
Lockyer is among the pioneers of archaeoastronomy. He wrote many articles
on this subject. Kumagusu’s contribution was one of the replies to them.

In Nature, I found many articles about Asian science and technology.
Most of them appeared in miscellany notes. During the Meiji period, the
Yatoi played an important role. The Yatoi were foreign advisors hired by
the Japanese government for their expertized knowledge to assist in the
modernization of Japan. Nature reported their scientific activities, especially
on earthquake and volcanic eruption.

There are some notes about India, China and other Asian countries. By
the end of 19th century, the Western modern science was widespread. Nature

constructed the scientific network between Asian Countries and England.
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