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IR TL M BOHEARYZE 5720 FA72 B O BT AT A
by ADENTHHT S, MR TLE-> T, 20 E BOR®IHE
IZH A RS20 Lo, it B2 L 727 ) K& VIl
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TOESEZLPLTLES72DTH 5,

(4) R £ BB

T4 M) TEHERHEELEITHLUE, NlokEb b 2
[EtE& ol E & L TiREbicBlicHR I Tuizsd Lz v,
[Was Ly MoEEyy—ay b - 700 7FORERICIE., BN ZEE S
AT RRRIRE & BE L NERE & OBV IZTHEEET g ' R
e s,8

18494E9 H A HAMM DY a — Y « 2 I ASEOEMIC, gz
RSB B o

The Bank-Bill reached me safely. I assure you I felt rather proud of its
amount; I am pleased to be able to earn so much, for Papa will be pleased
too when I tell him. I should like to take care of this money: it is Papa’s great
wish that I should realize a small independency if you could give me a word
of advice respecting the wisest and safest manner of investing this £500, I

should be very much obliged to you. I have already a few shares in a Railway,

but those are so much fallen in value of late that I hardly like to venture on

sO uncertain an investment a second time. A hint on this subject—provided

it cost you no trouble—would be very acceptable to me. (Margaret Smith,
The Letters of Charlotte Bronté. 11 p. 253)

500 R > P&l LTI bEH»p O RO ZERE L IIM»] LIF
#Va—Y  AIAZZEH) 7TarTiE, [P LYY ogkEkE T TR
HLTWDLLDD, i, YR L TV DH 259 212, [4hidgk
ERD L) BAFEERELE L W) G ETO R LRV BEITHEHIIT 4,
40 FERIT VDWW B [#RE~ =T JORRTH 5, FRERERENSL 1L,
MRARERZIATL TEARZTHE L. 29 LRI T, 70 > Fiddkhk
M 728 L WEE) & OUTIZE D . BEMNGEREEZHLL T, REOKE
DHYDlxTa—Y AIAZ;AL,

Yy —ay bOFHEIIOB 20D 3 —Y - AI AEMTHSL Z &
NTX 5D,
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My dear Sir
I thank you very much for your letter, it gives me just the sort of
information I wish to obtain. From all you say, I come to the conclusion

that the Fund’s would suit my purpose best, a safe permanent investment

being my object rather than large interest.

I have already given you a great deal of trouble—far more than I
intended, yet your kindness emboldens me further to ask how I should
proceed in order to buy into the Funds.

While feeling that I ought not to trouble you on the subject, I scarcely
know where else to apply for information—You will comprehend that I am
unwilling to consult ordinary acquaintance lest occasion should be given for
questions and surmises it would not be easy to parry.

If the business could be done for me in London—had I not better send
you back the Bank-Bill> (Margaret Smith, The Letters of Charlotte Bronté. 11
p- 258)

Ta—VOMEIEHT L E L BIZ. [1F) ALME (the Funds) 13k X
(vx—ay FO)REHMWZH > 2B TH L | L ofimrEsns:
ERD, WL [LHEOFELE V) LD DL LA, BETHANRIEE]
FEATBY, FNEINFTTIA 7 a v OMRTRTET1 7 MY
THO L AERAEGE» S-S 5 b D TId %\,

WAIITHE D AT B EHZ TH 5 25 NWHE LA W74
W7z, AEICHEET A FERERTHEATY S, 9H 22 HOEMI2IZ,
BREEHEOIB IOV TUTO L) IR ENT W5,

My dear Sir

I returned the Bank-Bill, endorsed as you direct. My Christian name is
Charlotte—not Caroline—and it is my only Christian name.

It seems to me that I cannot do better than leave the business in
your hands which I do in entire confidence that you will make the best
arrangement you can for me. If you would receive the dividends at the Bank,
it would of course be to me a great additional convenience.

Should my Railway Shares again rise to par. (which is more than
doubtful) I would sell out, and should then be enable to place a few hundreds

more in the Funds—but on this—I must not calculate. (Margaret Smith, The
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Summary

Women, Consols, and Culture:

Investment and Speculation in the Victorian Era

Yuichiro Sakamoto

Huge amounts of national debt for wars were issued and accumulated
in Britain and France during the long eighteenth century. It also provided
middling sorts of people in both countries with opportunities for investing
their money in Consols or rente perpétuelle in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. Many of public and private projects depended on the
numerous investors. The public creditors and shareholders constituted an
“investors’ society” and it began to spread across England, Wales, Scotland,
Ireland, the Dutch Republic, France, and other European countries.

This essay highlights cultural dimensions of the investors’ society
especially in the Victorian era. We examine how female investors of the
middle class in literature or in the real world trusted the states or private
companies to invest or speculate their money. This research will discover
continuities and discontinuities of women’s attitudes towards investments in
public funds or speculations in stocks during the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. It will also examine similarities and differences in representations
of the public funds and private shares in Victorian writings and French

novels.
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