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influence of theReviewas an instrument for the development and guidance
of earnest thought on Politics, Social Philosophy, Religion, and General
Literature; and to this end they will seek to render it the organ of the most
able and independent minds of the day.
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“Westminster Review,” are of little value in a quarterly periodical, it has
been determined to substitute for them a connected survey of the chief addi-
tions made to our literature during the preceding quarter. The foreign de-
partment of the Review, which, since the incorporation of the “Foreign Quar-
terly” with the “Westminster,” has been confined to notices of a few foreign
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French, and German literature will be treated in separate articles of a like
comprehensive character with the one on English literature.
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We have often wished that genius would incline itself more frequently to

the task of the biographer,—that when some great or good personage dies,
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and detail, little to the purpose, . . . we could have a real ‘Life’, setting forth
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briefly and vividly the man’s inward and outward struggles, aims, and
achievements, so as to make clear the meaning which his experience has for
his fellows®®
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after by some families, and further, that applicants sometimes stated their single
status—information which would otherwise have been disadvantageous in the
moral climate of the time. For some, single wet nurses were preferable to their
married counterparts because they did not disrupt the patriarchal order, which
demanded that wives stay at home to do only housework. In their position out-
side the patriarchal order of society because they were not wives, unmarried
wet nurses could be used as commodities free from the risk of provoking patri-
archy. Thus, while wet nurses could form the subject matter of discussion, they
had no recourse to state their own thoughts and feelings. This would all change,
however, at the end of the 19th century, when an unmarried wet nurse finally
got up to declare that she, though regarded as outside the patriarchal order and
not as a mother at all by middle-class values, is certainly a mother for her own
child. In George Moore’Esther Waterein unmarried wet nurse shows that she

is more motherly than the middle-class mother by whom she is employed. Esther
criticizes her employer for not feeding her baby herself. With this novel a wet
nurse could finally refute all the middle-class prejudices against wet nurses and
show the respectability of the single mother.

George Eliot—nher literary apprenticeship
Shigeko TOMITA

In The Cambridge Bibliography of English Literatuthe total number of
female writers in 19th Century England is estimated at around 4,000. However,
of this total, only a select few, namely Austen, Charlotte Bronté, Gaskell and
George Eliot are still remembered today. While most disappeared from view
due to their works’ poor quality, Nigel Cross suggests that the narrow literary
horizons of women at the time, caused by lack of education, opportunity and
property, was also a major factor making it difficult to achieve artistic dis-
tinction. As compared with them, Eliot found her path to the literary world
facilitated via fortunate opportunities.

The aim of this paper is to examine the formative period prior to her writing
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career and specifically, how she accumulated her wealth of knowledge and
gained a wider view on literature, through studying her biographies, letters,
journal and the volumes @he Westminster Reviemhich she edited.

In view of their important role in enhancing her intellectual development, |
will focus on (1) Charles Bray and his liberalist circle and (2) the Editorship of
The Westminster Review, NEW SERNMNgih which she was involved from
1852-54. | would like to pay special attention to the Contemporary Literature
section which she strived to make a featur&led Westminster RevieWwhis
focus is in order to ascertain how her experience as editor of this journal
rendered her with intellectual groundwork necessary for her successful literary
career.



