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For Cross Street was where the bourgeoisie of Manchester worshipped God.
Fifteen M.P.s and seven mayors had connections with the chapel, besides
many borough and county magistrates. The German merchants and business-
men of the city . . . belonged to it. The Trustees and members were the
millocracy, the benefactors, the leaders, of Manchester’s society: corn mill-
ers, silk manufacturers, calico printers, patent-reed makers, engineers; bank-
ers and barristers; founders of hospitals, libraries, educational institutes, chari-
table funds, missions to the pdor.
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The more | reflected on this unhappy state of things between those so bound
to each other by common interests . . . the more anxious | became to give
some utterance to the agony which from time to time convulses this dumb
people. . .. If it be an error, that the woes . . . pass unregarded by all but the
sufferers, it is at any rate an error so bitter in its consequences to all parties,
that whatever public effort can do in the way of legislation, or private effort

in the way of merciful deeds, or helpless love in the way of ‘widow’s mites’,
should be done, and that speedily, to disabuse the work-people of so miser-
able a misapprehensién.
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My poor Mary Barton is stirring up all sorts of angry feelings against me in
Manchester; but those best acquainted with the ways of thinking & feeling
among the poor acknowledgetitsth; which is the acknowledgement | most

of all desire, because evils being once recognized are half way on towards
their remedy.0 00 O O
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Now | have solved this difficulty by finding here to-day that the Manchester
School is a great free school bent on carrying instruction to the poorest
hearths.
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There is one kind of journalism which directs the affairs of nations; it makes
and unmakes cabinets; it upsets governments, builds up Navies and does
many other great things. It is magnificent. This is your journalism. There is
another kind of journalism which has no such great ambitions. It is content to
plod on, year after year, giving wholesome and harmless entertainment to
crowds of hardworking people, craving for a little fun and amusement. It is
quite humble and unpretentious. This is my journafism.
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My attitude henceforth is that of the artist pure & simple. The world is for me a
collection of phenomena, which are to be studied & reproduced artistically. In
the midst of the most serious complications of life, | find myself suddenly pos-
sessed with a great calm, withdrawn, as it were, from the immediate interests of
the moment, & able to regard everything as a picture. . . . In the midst of desper-
ate misfortune | can pause to make a note for future use, & afflictions of others
are to me materials for observatitn.
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fore, this rhetoric of “femininity” must also be associated with Gaskell’s strat-
egies to survive as a woman writer.

The Rise and Fall of Literature in Victorian Manchester
Ayaka KOMIYA

During the Victorian period, Manchester, Cottonopolis, became England’s
and therefore the world’s largest industrial city. No doubt it was the bustling
centre of business, but where did it stand in the world of literature? Manchester’s
contribution to Victorian literature remains underrated. In fact, it was, at least
for a time, the city that led Victorian literature. It was there that social novels
were born; It was there that the era of ‘new journalism’ started. This paper
presents a picture of how the Mancunian spirit helped literature to flourish, and
then how its abatement resulted in the eventual decline of the city’s production
of literature.

Respectable and Single:
The Wet Nurse Discourse in Victorian England

Motoko NAKADA

This essay examines how the wet-nursing practice evoked controversy in
Victorian England at a time when the ideology of breast-feeding was prevalent
among the middle-class. Though in slow decline, various discourses show that
wet-nursing was still rather common in England. Some regarded a wet nurse as
a troublesome servant, while others feared her as a source of moral and physi-
cal pollution. And the subject of wet nurses, especially those who were unmar-
ried, excited controversy in medical journals where they were often criticized
as immoral. In spite of this, classified ads show that wet nurses were sought





