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Mariana Reimagined: Tennyson and Shakespeare in Millais's Mariana (1850-51)
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Mariana (1850-1) by John Everett Millais (1829-96) is one of the three principal works based on Shakespeare's
plays during his Pre-Raphaelite period (1848-53): Precisely, it is not directly inspired by a Shakespearean play
(Measure for Measure) but by a Tennyson poem, “Mariana”(1830), unlike the other two works: Ferdinand Lured by
Aﬂef(lm)mldOyhdw(IBSI-&) Yet as in the other two, Millais was faithful to the original text —in this case of

yson-— in conceiving his version of Mariana. Simultaneously, we can observe how a distance from the original
ammhyShakespeamaﬂuwedﬂleuﬁstwexpmmenimﬂ\hsownm\ag;mhm

This study concerns various ideas derived from the painting including female sexuality, passage of time, and
religion, by particularly focusing on the features such as colours and auditory aspects. Through the whole, it will
examine three different images of Mariana by Shakespeare, Tennyson, and Millais respectively, while taking the
Victorian views and values into account. Furﬂiermore.&usmdymwseekto what extent a Shakespearean
source might have influenced Millais’s rep n via Te 's. Overall, it attempts to render insights into the
ﬂ.eldorﬂheVlmmphmufshakemaswdlmmmmmﬁemmmm&ofh&hphmhmmm
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